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Space in Thomson Hall was increasingly insufficient for all of the library’s

materials, and many books were still stored in ad hoc locations across

campus, causing frustration for users and staff. For many years, however,

no satisfactory solution could be found.

Reading room in Gowen Hall, ca. 1976.
On the left, users consult the card catalog for
the location of needed items.

“Old” Condon Hall (later renamed

Around this time, the Law faculty began to feel the need to expand their
Gowen Hall), ca. 1950

own programs and felt that they had outgrown their facilities in Condon
Hall (built in 1933). Negotiations began in the early 1970s when it
became apparent that the Law School was moving to a “new” Condon
Hall and that “old” Condon Hall would be “up for grabs.”
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Karl Lo (center) working with a computer in
the library’'s new home in Gowen Hall
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. epartments—moved into their new space, soon to be renamed Gowen Hall.
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